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1 AIM AND RATIONALE 

The aim of this survey is to produce an indication of the nature and spatial 
distribution of historical cultural sites (other than Aboriginal) on the property 
known as Melrose Valley and compile a field report describing the land use 
patterning of sites and features.   

On the Monaro, Aboriginal occupation appears to have been of a temporary 
nature with more permanent occupation occurring around the better food, 
shelter and water resources of the Murrumbidgee and Snowy River valleys.  
The use of fire was probably less important in this region as the openness of 
the Monaro can be explained by soil and climate conditions.  With the arrival 
of the Europeans, following the reports of the explorers, who were usually led 
by Aboriginal guides, grazing became the main form of land use.  The region 
proved to be uncompetitive for cropping, however, the arrival of the 
pastoralists, and the speed of their movement across the open forested, 
grassy landscape closely reflected the rise and fall of the world wool markets 
and colonial climatic conditions of the 1820s-1850s.  Wire fencing (1870-
1890) and pasture improvements came later in the Monaro than in other 
regions due to isolation and the availability, here, of more drought resistant 
native grassland (Dovers 1994: 119-140).   

Aboriginal people have had an ongoing physical connection with the land on 
or around Melrose Valley since these times.  Dick Lowe was employed by the 
Cunningham family and lived in a house, on block 285, a few hundred metres 
south of the southern boundary of Melrose Valley (refer to figure 12).  A man 
known as “Skipper” and his family lived in the house after Lowe, (Lamb, R. 
2003, pers. comm.) and according to Barry McCormack, another Aboriginal 
man lived near the railway siding (McCormack, 2004, pers. comm. 29 April). 

Since the construction of the Federal Capital city, the Canberra cultural 
landscape has changed from a rural landscape to a planned urban landscape 
set in rural surroundings (Baskin et al 1997:98).  Gradually, as suburban 
sprawl continues, in-fill of open space within the city limits, and satellite 
housing estates and hobby farms increase around neighbouring Queanbeyan 
and Yass, the large family properties and the open woodlands and 
grasslands are being subdivided and consumed.  This means that the open 
rural landscape and natural environment are increasingly endangered.  

The agricultural history of Melrose Valley area has been mainly grazing from 
the outset of European settlement, as the short growing season, low rainfall 
and frosts prevent many crops from succeeding.  Some land along the rivers 
and creeks provided opportunities to cultivate subsistence crops (Baskin et al 
1997:13).  The first pastoralists entered the region in the 1820s, and the 
Tuggeranong area became absorbed into locally prominent grazing 
properties, was subdivided, resumed by the Commonwealth and, later 
became part of the soldier settlement scheme.  Grazing leases continue till 
the present day and currently provides a continuing context and reference of 
scale for the individual objects and features that mark the various changes in 
land use history of the local area and the region.  As surrounding rural 
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outlooks are reduced, this contextual setting will be more vital and valuable at 
a number of levels. 

The ANUTECH PTY LTD (1984) report maintained that historic European 
sites found in the South Tuggeranong area had group rather than individual 
significance and that they had the potential to provide a composite of 
information about the whole period of pastoral and selection settlement of the 
region since 1836.  Sites on Melrose Valley, being on the edge of that study 
area, can safely be included in that group.  Melrose Valley sites add further 
insight by supplying information about the development of track-ways and rail 
transport routes across the colony of NSW and the survey of the Capital 
Territory boundary.  Since the ANUTECH PTY LTD report on South 
Tuggeranong most sites noted have been subsumed by urban residential 
development, and because of this, Melrose Valley sites acquire greater 
heritage potential as they can still be historically and archaeologically 
investigated in their relatively intact environmental context.  

2 METHODOLOGY 

The survey has consisted of 21 site visits over a period of 13 months 
between March 2003-April 2004 with a break during May to August.  It was 
conducted under a range of seasonal environmental conditions with the 
majority being in the warm to very hot range.  Harold Adams conducted initial 
site tour by vehicle. 

Random sampling of the archaeology was carried out over most of the 900 
acres (640 acres plus leased paddocks of block 34) on foot with some minor 
concentration on sites noted on previous surveys and other known historical 
sites.  The location of the known major features of “McAlister’s pub”, Owens’ 
house site, the 19th century railway camp and Tuggeranong siding 
(incorporating the house sites of Fitzgerald and Monk), “McAlister’s cutting” 
and historic fence lines were determined and examined following the advice 
of Harold Adams, Ralph Reader and Rebecca Lamb and information 
obtained from historic maps and photographs.   

The prevailing drought ensured mainly fine, clear skies and sunny days, with 
one day presenting some showers that cleared later in the day.  Breeze/wind 
conditions on four days enabled some determination of sheltered areas on 
both high and low ground.  Temperatures ranged from cool-cold to very hot.  
Ground surface visibility was good, averaging at 50% but was generally at 
50-75%.  Only occasionally was visibility poor at 0-20% due to thick grass 
and excellent at 100% as on tracks, sheep trails and patches of erosion or 
ungrassed areas.  Grass cover was generally very close to the ground due to 
prolonged drought conditions and the grazing of sheep, deteriorating to very 
thin to sparse in April 2004 making it easy to see the layout of features on the 
ground.  Site accessibility was generally easy, but in some areas, particularly 
in the SE area of the property, was moderately difficult on foot.   

A brief search of historical sources was done to provide some historical 
context for the items and features that were found and the cultural landscape 
as a whole.   
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Items and features were noted in a field diary, with compass bearings or GPS 
readings taken of significant finds.  Tables and, in some cases, photographs 
were used to record finds.   

Measurements were taken at the item or centre of a site or feature and were 
in paces or estimated metres.  These were then converted to millimetres for 
plotting on Map 208-582 of the Australian Capital Territory 1:10,000 Planning 
Series using the Australian map grid.  Sites were designated a number 
prefixed by the Melrose Valley initials (MV) according to the sequence in 
which items were found. 

3 RESULTS 

3.1 HISTORICAL SUMMARY  

Historical time line of Tuggeranong Valley (Gillespie 1991:6-52), (Sheedy, B. 
pers. comm.), (Lamb, R. 2004, pers. comm.). 

Pre 1820 The Canberra region is at the junction of three Aboriginal tribes 
Ngunawal, Ngrio (Ngarigo), Walgulu.  Ngunawal territory included 
the Tuggeranong area and the Ngrio people frequented a large 
area south of Queanbeyan.  Both tribes were estimated to number 
over 500 (Gillespie 1991:44).  

1821 European explorers first enter the area of present day 
Tuggeranong Valley.  Aboriginal word for Tuggeranong thought to 
mean “cold plains”. 

1827 Several squatters are established along the Molonglo and 
Murrumbidgee Rivers.  Peter Murdoch is first authorised 
landholder in the Tuggeranong area.    

1834 First blanket distributions in Canberra region held at “Janevale” 
(Tuggeranong) in June.  

1838 Pastoralists have taken up most of the good land in Government 
land grants.  Few fences meant open pastures and use of 
shepherds.  People lived in slab and bark huts, stock consisted of 
cattle, horses and sheep.  There was only the occasional dairy in 
the district and some cultivation, usually of about 6-10 acres 
(Bingham, H., 1839). 

1839 Roman Catholic Mission established in Queanbeyan.  Catholics in 
Canberra and district relied on clergy from Queanbeyan for their 
pastoral care. 

1841 Severe drought reduces Murrumbidgee River to muddy 
waterholes. 

1848 Lanyon sold to Andrew Cunningham. 
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1850 Noticeable effects of settlement appearing as timbered land is 
cleared for cultivation and timber, tracks forming, eroding tracks 
forming creeks.  Aboriginal population reduced to a very few. 

1851-52 Devastating floods.  Hong Yong Aboriginal chief dies. 

1858 Waniassa sold to Andrew Cunningham 

1861 Robertson Land Act facilitated the selection of small 40 acres 
holdings.  Little initial impact in the Canberra region as most of the 
best land was occupied by large early grants.  More of an impact 
was experienced in the 1870s with an influx of selectors taking up 
40acre holdings (Gillespie 1991:156).  Dummying became a 
common practice of which Andrew Cunningham was known to 
practice, using his employees to obtain land. 

1862 Last major Aboriginal corroboree in Queanbeyan district.  
Queanbeyan flourishing, receives Canberra’s mail and has the 
only hotels closer than Bungendore and Gundaroo.   

1870 First provisional school erected in Tuggeranong 

1886 Railway Permanent Way completed to Queanbeyan.   

1887 Queanbeyan railway station completed.  Plate layers on line reach 
Rob Roy (Royalla). 

1897 Queen Nellie Hamilton, matriarch of the local Aboriginal people 
dies and is buried at Queanbeyan Cemetery. 

1898 European population about 200 living in 50 dwellings. 

1901 Federation, Tuggeranong promoted as a suitable site for an 
emerging national capital. 

1902 Sacred Heart Catholic church opens in Tuggeranong.   

1908 Tuggeranong Homestead is remodelled for James Cunningham 
and becomes largest homestead in the district. 

1917 Tuggeranong land resumed by the Commonwealth for war time 
administration and proposed arsenal and township at Pine Island. 

1920 Pastoral holdings subdivided for soldier settlement blocks 

1940 Tuggeranong Valley becomes centre for allied forces practice 
bombing range.  Tuggeranong school closes.  Severe drought 
prevails. 

1952 Bushfires destroy most of Tuggeranong Valley and the farming 
community suffers devastating losses of stock and property. 
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1953 Pastoral industry recovers and expands, Tuggeranong Valley 
supports cereal and crops and wool growing, industry reaches 
economic height. 

1968 Severe drought prevails. 

1969 Suburban subdivision of Tuggeranong farming land being 
discussed. 

1972 Tuggeranong farmers oppose compulsory resumption of land and 
disruption to farming tradition.  Commencement of first 
Tuggeranong suburb of Kambah, named after the property on 
which it is built. 

1973 Commencement of Wanniassa, named after the property on which 
it was built. 

1981 Last remaining Tuggeranong farmhouse removed, last farming 
family leaves the district.  Severe drought hits. 

1984 ANUTECH Archaeological Survey of South Tuggeranong 
identified axe grinding grooves in the present day suburb of 
Theodore. 

1987 Tuggeranong Hyperdome built on shores of newly constructed 
Lake Tuggeranong on the Tuggeranong Creek.   

1989 Queanbeyan to Cooma railway closed to commercial traffic.  Sites 
of Significance in the ACT Vol. 4 published. 

1990 Tuggeranong population exceeds 90,000 homes built on land that 
was once occupied by fewer than 12 farming families. 

1996 Aboriginal scarred trees (E. blakelyi) identified throughout the 
Tuggeranong area. 

Cunningham and Tuggeranong Links 

Present day Melrose Valley, one time known as Dunn’s Flat (1891 Census) 
and The Springs is situated on a stretch of land that, after the arrival of 
pastoralists, was originally occupied by Andrew J. Cunningham.  The 
southern limit of this land fronted the Murrumbidgee River and Guises Creek 
and ran in a northerly direction bounded by blocks owned by Ritchie, Wright, 
Murdoch and McLaren on the Murrumbidgee River, to the west, and blocks 
owned by the Campbell family, fronting the Jerrabomberra Creek, to the east.  
Blocks on the Tharwa Road owned by Byrne defined the northern limit (Kerr 
& Falkus 1982: 13).  In an email communication Rebecca Lamb explained 
that  

Andrew Cunningham senior acquired Tuggranong, called Waniassa 
by the Macquoids, in 1858, subsequent to Hyacinth Macquoid 
drowning aboard the wreck of the Dunbar.  When Andrew 
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Cunningham senior died March 16 1887 (Moore 1982:249) the 
Tuggranong property was managed by Andrew's son, James, and 
operated as a successful sheep station until the property was 
compulsorily acquired by the Commonwealth government in 1914 for 
intended military purposes including use as a base for operations of 
the proposed Arsenal that was to be constructed at Pine Island.  Pine 
Island was on part of the original Tuggranong property and was ideally 
located close to the river and was to be connected by a branch line 
from the Tuggeranong siding.  Plans to establish the Arsenal were 
abandoned at the conclusion of hostilities in November 1918. 

James Cunningham married Mary Twynam in 1889 and they went to 
live together at Tuggranong.  The house was remodelled and 
enlarged, starting work in December 1908, by contracted Queanbeyan 
builders, Purcell, Jordan and McInnes.  Andrew Jackson Cunningham 
(Andrew junior) managed Lanyon and the two properties were 
managed concurrently until the brothers' partnership was dissolved in 
1906 (Moore 1982:163).  James & Mary Cunningham lived at 
Tuggranong moving to Lanyon full time in 1914.  Although 
Tuggranong was still used for pasturing, shearing and almond crops 
were harvested for the final time in 1917. 

An auction notice states that "Brennan's" or Cunningham's "Church 
paddock", where the wooden-church of the Sacred Heart is located, 
was bought by P. Osborne in 1926.  James Cunningham’s son Andy 
sold Lanyon to T.A. Field in 1931 (Moore 1982:235). 

The Cunninghams held blocks in the Dunn's Creek area at least until 
1928 and owned the blocks where "Skippers" were and further down 
the highway, called the "Monaro Station" blocks.  Then there was also 
"Flanagans" blocks to the east of the railway.  Andrew Cunningham 
made selection of 40 acres, block 10, at Dunn’s Flat in 1872.  This is 
the northeast corner of Melrose Valley and plans indicate that there 
were two huts on the site.  After the railway arrived, Cunningham land 
virtually surrounded the railway siding and they were strategically 
placed to take advantage of the loading and unloading of stock, 
transportation of wool and receipt of commodities etc. (Lamb, R. 2004, 
pers. comm. 20 and 29 April). 
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Selectors 

Figure 8. Parish map blocks in the Dunn’s Creek are a 

After the Robertson Land Act of 1861 there were several selections made on 
this land (refer to figure 8).  Those selections made on what is now Melrose 
Valley were taken up by Andrew Cunningham, John Owens, John Mulqueeny 
and John Brennan.  Melrose Valley homestead is located on 34 acres of 
Portion 177 taken up by Brennan.  Cunningham had 40 acres that served as 
an outstation for his other holdings around Burra and Royalla and further 
south in the Jerrabomberra Creek corridor.  This block, that was adjacent to a 
low saddle in the surrounding ridges, was well placed to allow him easy 
access through a series of high ridges that separate Tuggeranong from 
Burra.  Rations were being delivered to an outstation at Dunn’s Flat as early 
as 1857 (Moore 1982: 97-98). 

The majority of John Owens’ property lay on the east side of Dunn’s Creek, 
while the majority of Brennan’s blocks were situated on the west side.  
Mulqueeny’s portions lay between the two. John Owens was a farmer who 
had arrived in the district by the 1860s.  He resided at Braidwood, Lanyon 
and Congwarra around the 1860s-1870s, later, living at Dunn’s Flat from 
1884-1906.  He married Ellen Cunningham in about 1860 and had four 
children.  Ellen died in 1872.  His eldest child Catherine married John 
Fitzgerald in 1889 and had land adjacent to her father’s land at Dunn’s Flat.  
(Fletcher 1993:140, Tuggeranong Parish Map, 1891 Census).  

John Brennan settled at Tuggeranong from the 1850s.  His house was 
located on the Tharwa Road on the banks of the Tuggeranong Creek.  He 
married Mary Cunningham (of Bungendore) who died in 1881.  Brennan was 
a leader in protests against abuses of free selection (dummying) in the early 
1870s.  Both Edward and Patrick Brennan, John and Mary’s children, 
became farmers of Tuggeranong, Edward owning land on present day 
Melrose Valley and Patrick at Waniassa (Queanbeyan District Historical 
Museum Society (QDHMS) 1985:286, 381, Fletcher 1993: 13, Tuggeranong 
Parish Map, 1891 Census).   
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Information in local sources is sparse about John Mulqueeny.  However, he 
did not appear to have resided on the blocks at present day Melrose Valley.  
There is an entry for a John Mulqueeny who was married to Catherine Lawler 
and had a number of children.  Their daughter Mary was born at “The 
Swamp” (Williamsdale) in 1873 and died in 1874 (QDHMS 1985:421).  
Another entry lists a John Mulqueeny as arriving in the district in about 1860 
and residing at Burra.  He married Bridget Commins in Queanbeyan (?) in 
1861 and had eight children (Fletcher 1993:130). 

The origins of John Owens’ are not noted in local published sources, 
however, Ellen Owens, John and Mary Brennan were all natives of County 
Rosscommon, Ireland.  All five of them were Roman Catholic.  John 
Mulqueeny of both Burra and Williamsdale were Roman Catholic. 

Queanbeyan to Cooma Railway 

An article written by John Gale and published in The Queanbeyan Age on 3 
August 1887 describes some of the features and activity on the Queanbeyan 
to Cooma railway line just prior to the opening of the Queanbeyan railway 
station.  Gale was travelling on the first trip around the “horseshoe bend” that 
now defines the eastern boundary of Melrose Valley.   

 Some of the cuttings are of considerable extent, notably so on the 
Pine Range and between Tuggeranong and Rob Roy, in both of 
which places very rough country has to be crossed.  …  The most 
prominent feature of the line is perhaps, however, the series of 
short straights and curves just above Tuggeranong, known as the 
“horse shoe bend,” so styled from the resemblance the curve this 
formed (irregular it is true) bears to that useful article of 
horsewear.  …  Immediately on leaving this station or platform 
[Tuggeranong] the line sweeps round what is known as the 
Horseshoe bend, consisting of a series of short straights and 
sharp curves of 12 and 16 feet in radia.  The country hereabouts is 
very wild and rugged; viewed as we saw it by moonlight the effect 
was extremely picturesque; the train alternately hurrying through 
heavy cuttings and anon skirting the sides of some deep ravine 
down which we caught glimpses of the valley below apparently 
encircled on all sides by the mighty “everlasting hills” round the 
brows of which the train is steadily making its way to the Monaro 
plains still in the far distance.  The scenery itself is not unlike that 
witnessed on the Blue Mountains, and while ascending the main 
range lying between Ipswich and Toowoomba on the Queensland 
Southern Railway, though on a smaller scale.  Still the effect 
enhanced by the dim shadows of night was much the same.  …  
The principle cutting on this portion of the line is that known as 
McAlister’s, 10 chains in length, commencing at the 205 miles 3 
chains.  The depth of this cutting is some 54 feet and some 60,000 
cubic yards of solid rock and earth had to be removed before the 
line level could be reached.  The stuff thus removed was utilised in 
the embankment which now marks what was once a deep gully 
some 64 feet from the line of formation, and which it had been 
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originally intended to bridge by means of a brick viaduct.  (Refer to 
Figure 9) 

Figure 9. Railway plan showing McAlister’s cutting and Rocky Gully  

During the four years that it took to construct the horse shoe bend more than 
400 men worked and camped along the track leaving behind them fireplaces, 
a chimney from a communal kitchen, McAlister’s pub and an old road linking 
the camp to the workings at McAlister’s cutting.  Construction workers 
laboured under circumstances of hardship and poverty, often in dangerous 
conditions.  Accidents were common, Patrick Galvin being killed in an 
explosion at McAlister’s cutting on 26 September 1886 (Procter 2001:111).  
The Tuggeranong siding originally had an 80m platform to fit eight carriages, 
a waiting shed, a goods siding and loading bank that serviced the farms of 
the Tuggeranong and Murrumbidgee Valleys.  A travelling stock reserve was 
created on the hill (Parish map block 273) adjacent to the cutting west of the 
siding.   

The railway line sliced Owens’ homestead block in two separating the house 
and well from yards and the rest of the land laying east of the line on present 
day Tralee (refer to figure 10).  It also cut across the western boundary of 
blocks in the name of Owens’ daughter Catherine Fitzgerald (Refer to figure 
8, Tuggeranong Parish map fourth edition and railway construction plans).  
Portion plans held by the Canberra and District Historical Society indicate 
that the Fitzgerald house/hut was located south of Dunn’s Creek east of the 
railway line on block 173.  A plan for block 10 indicates that a hut was located 
near Dunn’s Creek on the west side of the railway line as well.  A photograph 
taken in the 1920s of the siding shows two houses and some sheds were 
situated on either side of the railway line (National Library of Australia 
photograph).  The platform was located on the northern side of the line and 
there was a shed or room on the platform.  A cottage at the siding that 
housed the ganger was removed in the 1950s.  The last train ran in 1989 
before the line was closed to commercial traffic (Reader 1998).  

The 1891 census shows that there were several families living around the 
siding.  John Brennan 7 males 3 females - Tharwa Road, Thomas Ward 6 
males - Tuggeranong Platform Road, John Foster 2 males 2 females - 
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Tuggeranong Platform, Joseph Brownsmith 4 males 1 female – Tuggeranong 
Platform, John Owens 1 male – Dunn’s Flat Tuggeranong, John Fitzgerald 1 
male – Dunn’s Flat Tuggeranong, Alfred Yoeman 7 males 3 females – 
Railway Line Tuggeranong.  John Fitzgerald was a fettler on the line and 
married Catherine Owens and lived at the Owens’ cottage (see figure 10) 
which was demolished in the 1940s.  John Monk lived in a house at the 
siding, on the north side of the tracks, at the time that his children were 
attending the Tuggeranong school in 1908.  His son Alfred and family 
occupied John’s house at the siding in the 1920s.  Charlie Curley grazed his 
stock in the area and Collings, a railway ganger and his family, lived in one of 
the weatherboard cottages for a time.  Hutchings lived following Collings and 
remained there at the siding till 1951 when the house was moved to Royalla 
siding.  An Aboriginal man is also known to have lived at the siding, on the 
flat part north of the railway line (McCormack, 2004, pers. comm. 29 April). 

Figure 10. Railway plan showing Owens’ house 

 

Soldier Settlement to present day 

The remnants of the selection blocks around the Tuggeranong siding were 
combined and were leased under the soldier settlement scheme to form 
block 34 and 35 Lanyon.   
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Figure 11.  Land Tenure map showing blocks 34 & 35 Lanyon c.1950s 

 

The present day Melrose Valley boundaries are block 35, with block 34 being 
leased as additional agistment (refer to figure 11).  In 1938 block 35 Lanyon 
was leased by Dr Ormiston, a Sydney dentist, and his family who called it 
Melrose Valley and built the current Jarrah homestead.  John Burton, then 
personal secretary to the Minister of External Affairs, bought the property 
from Ormiston after WWII.  David Shaw of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics and his wife Tekla bought it from Burtons.  The Reader family 
took over the lease in 1963.  The current leasee Harold Adams took over the 
property in 1985 (Reader, McCormack, Davis, Hall, 2003, pers. comm.). 
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3.2 SITE DESCRIPTION AND TOPOGRAPHY 

Figure 12. Federal Capital Territory Feature Map c. 1912/1915 

 

Refer to figures 1, 2 and 12. 

The survey area is a rural landscape comprised of a drainage basin that has 
been partially encircled by the Queanbeyan to Cooma railway line.  The 
basin is divided into two blocks that run in a generally northeast to southwest 
orientation.  Block 34 (leased blocks) on the west part and block 35 “Melrose 
Valley” on the east part of the site.  Dunn’s Creek begins in a low saddle that 
creates a gap in the surrounding ridges.  Its channel runs in a northeast to 
southeast direction along the centre of block 35 with Monks Creek and Rocky 
Gully feeding into it from the east and southeast.  Dunn’s Creek then winds 
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through a narrow gap in the hills and joins with the Tuggeranong Creek, 
which flows parallel to and just inside of the west boundary of block 34. 

Figure 13. Historic site pattern map 

Also refer to appendix ii. 

Melrose Valley and the adjoining block 34 is defined by the Old Tuggeranong 
Road that forms part of the northern boundary with the Queanbeyan to 
Cooma railway line defining the remainder of the northern and the eastern 
boundaries.  Historic fence lines define southern and western boundaries 
(MV54,61) and there are several historic Capital Territory timber and stone 
boundary markers (MV10.4,14,63,64,74) located just outside the railway 
easement. There are four historic fence lines that have timber posts and wire 
that correspond to the 1912/1915 Territory Feature Map.  The more recent 
fences use timber posts, steel star pickets and wire.  The early type of steel 
pickets are “T” shaped, the more recent ones are “Y” shaped (Adams, H, 
2004, pers. comm. 8 April).  Railway gates have been used to build yards at 
two locations (MV27, 80).  The western end of the Old Tuggeranong Road 
has been altered slightly to intersect with the Monaro Highway a little north of 
its original position.  The original road surface and alignment is still visible 
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(MV71).  A track runs from the Old Tuggeranong Road from the front gate of 
the property to the homestead, the weatherboard cottage and partway 
around the northeastern boundary.  There are at least two historic tracks 
located in the southern portion of block 35 (MV57,62).   

The landscape has maintained some of its open forest appearance.  
Remnant grassland, improved pasture, and remnant gums, ranging from 1.5 
meters to 4 meters in diameter across the base, are scattered over the 
alluvial flats in the north and on ridge tops and in the more remote and 
rugged gullies in the southeast corner.  A powerline easement has been 
cleared forming a diagonal line across the length of block 34.  Ploughing has 
occurred in the paddocks across the north and northeast of block 35 and on 
the northern side of Monks Creek near its junction with Dunn’s Creek 
(MV10,77.8).  Exotic trees and shrubs grow along creek channels or near 
sites of historic activity especially around the railway siding and Owens’ 
house site.  Two silage pits were dug sometime prior to 1985 (MV10.2, 10.4) 
in the northern paddocks and numerous dams are scattered along 
watercourses on the northern portion of the property and several dry soaks.  
Railway embankments have partially blocked gullies (MV73.5) and culverts 
channel water under the embankments, a situation that is obviously 
contributing to severe erosion of the gullies and creek beds.  Some creek 
channels are over eight meters deep and Monks Creek has altered course 
near where it merges with Dunn's Creek. 

The site of the Tuggeranong siding and platform is situated at the northern 
end of block 35 where the Old Tuggeranong Road forms a level crossing with 
the railway line on the northern property boundary (MV73.1).  The rail 
easement, siding and switches are in working order.  The platform has been 
removed but a loading bank and road embankments and culverts are extant.  
The domestic debris and the remnants of four buildings and orchard/garden 
sites is visible or is emerging from the subsurface on either side of the 
railway line (MV73.2,73.3,73.4).  A weatherboard cottage, brought to Melrose 
Valley in the 1970s from the Snowy Mountains as a workers’ cottage is 
situated to the southeast of the siding in the eastern portion of block 35 
cottage (Adams, H. 2004, pers. comm. 16 April).  The current Melrose Valley 
Jarrah weatherboard homestead built in 1938, and several outbuildings are in 
the central northern portion, just south of the rail siding.  A laneway links two 
groups of stockyards.  A fibro cottage is in the west portion of block 34 on the 
northern side of the Tuggeranong Creek, where the Monaro Highway crosses 
the creek.  Each of these dwellings has surrounding gardens of exotic trees 
and shrubs.   

Owens’ house site is located on the open treed alluvial flats between Dunn’s 
Creek and Monk’s Creek and the railway line (MV11).  Remains of stone 
floors and house stumps and chimney hearths are extant and domestic 
debris is emerging from the subsurface.  The site is marked by a stand of 
mature exotic trees.  McAlister’s “pub” site (MV1) is located in this general 
area but further south and on the southern side of Monks Creek.  A two 
metre deep hole and the remains of a stone chimney mark the site.  Some 
debris is emerging from the subsurface of the site. The southeast portion of 
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Melrose Valley is a heavily treed and rocky series of spurs and gullies where 
there a many sites connected with historic railway construction activity. 

On the northern, flatter and more open section of the southeast corner of 
block 35 is the remains of a large stone chimney and many small hearths 
scattered over the paddocks (MV13,14.1).  Glass and crockery is emerging 
from the subsurface across the entire area of hearths, particularly around the 
largest chimney, and in some of the smaller hearths (MV13,20-24). Some 
dozing work to remove blackberries has skimmed the surface around the 
hearths that are not part of the main group and heaped the debris in piles 
(MV15-18).  Previous visitors to the area are known to have collected sherds 
and placed them on the large chimney.  Harold Adams has tidied up the main 
chimney and erected a plaque in commemoration of the site and the railway 
worker who was killed in an accident in McAlister’s cutting.   

The area at the top of McAlister’s cutting (MV73.5) is situated in the rugged 
and heavily treed part of this southeast corner of block 35.  This area is very 
rocky and contains a dense site adjacent to the railway easement that 
consists of a main hearth and stone platform, some rudimentary terracing 
and a small dam.  The area surrounding these features contains a trackway 
and ford, some small hearths and lines of stones, including a boundary 
survey mark, and is littered with historic glass and metal items (MV74-76).  
Being very rocky, it is difficult to discern all features of the site clearly.  A 
small abandoned open quarry is located in a gully north of these sites 
(MV77.4). 

Other hearths and terracing are scattered over southern and western area of 
both blocks 34 and 35 but are not part of the railway workings.  Some 
hearths in the northwest corner of the property have the appearance of being 
used relatively recently (MV66.2,66.6).  

3.3 SURROUNDING LAND USE 

The Old Tuggeranong Road defines part of the northern perimeter of the 
survey area and the Queanbeyan to Cooma railway line defines the eastern 
boundary.  Fences define the southern and western boundaries.  The land on 
the east of the railway line is the Tralee property and is rural grazing land, 
although, there is a pending development application to subdivide it into 
small acreage house sites.  To the north is Pemberton Hill and adjoining 
ridge that is a heavily treed nature reserve.  A pine plantation adjoins the 
nature reserve and bounds the remaining northern portion of the survey area.  
The Monaro Highway is adjacent to the western boundary of block 34.  The 
land west of this is road easement, an open reserve containing the Theodore 
axe grinding grooves and, beyond that, residential development.  Rural 
grazing land lies to the south of the southern boundary fence line. 
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3.4 DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE FEATURES 

Refer to Appendix i. 

MV1, 3.  McAlister’s pub site. Refer to P 52-54. 

The site consists of a hole in the ground that is two meters deep and five to 
six meters in diameter.  Adjacent to this is the remnants of a stone chimney 
and hearth.  Remains of line of a stone and a rectangular impression of a 
building are visible when the grass is very close to the ground.  Some 19th 
century glass and crockery sherds and a “Lamonts Patent” bottle (c.1870s-
1910), a flake of whitewash have emerging from the subsurface.  There is 
some cement render on the walls of the hole.   

MV4.  Possible hut site.   

Concrete and pebble base near two plum trees, hawthorn trees and briar 
bushes. 

MV10.2.  Silage pit, hand-made bricks. 

Two 19th century hand-compressed bricks were found in same area as silage 
pit (c.1960s-70s) and a dam (c.1980s). 

MV10.3.  Railway survey marker. 

Perway locater used to measure the course of the line in cases of buckling or 
rock falls. 

MV10.4  Capital Territory border marker.  Silage pit located in general area. 
Refer to P55. 

Timber survey marker, approx. 120mm square with pyramid shape top.  “CT” 
and a Government Arrow are carved into the sides.   

MV10.5.  Railway cutting. 

Relatively small cutting in the railway easement.  Good exposure of the 
geology of the site.  The cutting site has a moderate density of river cobbles 
of mixed material. 

MV11, 49.  Owens’ house site.  Refer to Figure 10 and P56-58. 

Consists of a mix of mature exotic and native trees that cluster around the 
remains of collapsed stone chimneys and hearths, stone floors, sandstock 
bricks, wooden stumps.  There are scatters of domestic and farm debris 
emerging from the subsurface.  Items found include bottle neck, 19th century 
glass and crockery sherds, Marmite jar and a cast iron door “Wiards Patent 
No. 2”.  Mature exotic trees including Monterey Pines, Elms, Hawthorns and 
a native Kurrajong tree stand throughout the site.  A circular well with bricks 
lining its rim is located just to the northeast of the house site and taps into a 
spring that surfaces just inside the property boundary. 
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MV12.  Piece of purple 19th century glass.   

Found south of the railway siding site. 

MV13, 14.1.  Railway Fettler’s Camp (c. 1884-1886).  Refer to P59-62. 

Large hearth and remnant chimney reconstructed in part by current leasee, 
with numerous remnant smaller hearths in the immediate surrounding area to 
the north and south of the main chimney.  19th century glass and crockery 
sherds are emerging from the subsurface along with Aboriginal stone 
artefacts.  A square indentation about the size of a ship’s tank was found 
between the large chimney and the railway line. The hearths are clustered in 
the same general area, around the large chimney, with four hearths located a 
few hundred meters to the north and two hearths in an area between the 
main camp and McAlister’s cutting. 

MV14.  Capital Territory border marker.  Refer to P59. 

Timber marker similar to the one at MV10.4.   

MV15, 16.  Stone hearths and chimney remains, possible building site, 
domestic debris. 

Two hearth sites adjacent to each other.  One hearth has a flattened area 
about the size of a small room adjoining it.  Debris emerging from the 
subsurface includes 19th century glass and crockery sherds, tin, bone, ash, 
metal nail, broken electrical insulators. 

MV17, 18.  

Stone Hearth sites.  

MV20, 21, 22,23, 24.  Domestic debris. 

Moving down steep west facing slope from MV13.   

Debris includes sherds of 19th century glass and crockery, ham tin. 

MV54.  Historic fence line and material. 

Fence wire and hardwood posts, well weathered and showing considerable 
age.  Following the west boundary line of block 35 indicated on the 1912/15 
Territory Feature Map (refer to figure 12). 

MV57.  Old vehicular track. 

Possibly connected with railway construction activity. 

MV63.  Capital Territory border marker.  
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Timber marker similar to MV10.4 and MV14.  This marker also has a line of 
stones extending about 1.2 metres from two sides, parallel to the railway 
fence. 

MV64.  Survey peg.   

1½ inch water pipe with a square bolt inserted in the top of it and a line of 
stones extending about 1.4 metres either side of it.  It runs parallel to the 
railway fence.   

MV65.  Circle of stones and part of a formed road from the railway 
construction era.  Refer to P63. 

Circle of stones is approximately one meter in diameter and is probably a 
hearth.  It is located in a very sheltered area below McAlister’s cutting site 
and at the end of the railway road.  The road is cut into the side of the slope 
and winds down hill towards the main railway camp.  This area of the 
property is very reminiscent of the Australian bushland paintings of Arthur 
Streeton, Tom Roberts and Fred McCubbin of the 19th century of the 
Heidelberg School of painters. 

MV66.1.  Possum tree.  Refer P25. 

Scarring indicates that the tree was used for hunting possums prior to 
European settlement.  However, there are more recent scars and a steel 
spike in the trunk that indicate that the tree was raided as recently as the 
1960s. (confirmed by oral history accounts). 

MV66.2, 66.6, 67.  Stone hearth and terrace, glass sherd and horse shoe.   

A low rock wall or terrace has been piled against a fallen tree trunk near the 
top of a knoll in the northwest corner of the block 34.  Its origin is not known, 
but it has the appearance of being a cubbyhole or something similar and of 
relatively recent vintage.  A hearth site is located not far from it and there are 
a number of others in the lower surrounding area.  One 19th century glass 
sherd was found at the top of the knoll.  A hand-forged horseshoe was found 
about half way down the slope to the west of this area. 

MV69.  Historic gate posts and fence.  Stone placement. Refer P64. 

The bases of two tree trunks have been cut to form rectangular gateposts.  
They have been shaped using a saw, and perhaps an adz, and supports old 
steel pipe and wire gates.  The fence follows the line of the earlier Tharwa 
Road and Tuggeranong Road alignments.  Stones have been placed to form 
a right angle and semi-circle in the ground in the old road easement about 25 
metres northwest of the gates.   

MV71.  Original section of the Old Tuggeranong Road and easement.  Refer 
to P65. 

The road section runs in an east-west direction to the edge of the current 
road easement.  Old fences run either side of the road to form a laneway.  
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Early rubble road base is evident and is still in good condition.  Reference 
was made to the use of this road by Andrew Cunningham and Colonel Butler 
to travel between the railway siding and Tuggeranong Homestead.  It is 
shown in the 1912/15 Territory Feature Map.  Two historic skip cradles used 
for manually lifting loads onto trucks, dated at 40-50 years old, have been left 
in the road easement. 

MV72.  Holding pens, fence debris, hearth.  

A pile of old fence material is heaped in a pile near the holding yards north of 
the homestead.  A hearth ring is nearby.  A sherd of beer bottle with the date 
1957 was found in the area.  A wooden railway gate from the siding is used 
as a yard gate.   

MV73, 73.1,73.2,73.3,73.4,73.5.  Railway line and easement.  Refer to 
P66,68-71. 

Walking north towards siding from McAlister’s cutting a flange-oiler (for 
lubricating flanges to reduce wear on bends) and an iron half-kilometre post 
was found.  Points and point-levers still in working condition. 

The southern side of the siding area has been built up to form ramps and a 
raised loading-bank platform of soil and rock fill (two levels).  Numbers on the 
wall of the platform indicate distance of 335km 688m from Sydney.  There 
are several culverts running under the filled areas.  One track leads to the 
loading-bank platform while another follows the property fence line.  Access 
is from a gateway from Old Tuggeranong Road.  The road forms a level 
crossing to cross to the north of the tracks and runs to a disused quarry.  A 
coppiced Candlebark Gum tree is on the raised loading platform area along 
with some Tree Lucerne (Chamaecytisus proliferus), typically associated with 
railway easements.  The siding rail ends in a pile of old ash from engines.  
The ash is used in preference to a rigid barrier to provide a soft stop to rail 
wagons.  Also on the south side of the track are several domestic dumps 
containing glass bottles and sherds and crockery sherds, metal domestic 
items such as buckets, meat safe, etc.  The Railway Historical Society still 
works the points at the siding to operate their trains between Kingston, 
Queanbeyan and Royalla (soon to Michelago).   

Elm suckers cover a flattened square area that appears to have been a 
garden/orchard containing a pear tree, a line of stones, a hand moulded 
brick, concrete containing river cobbles.  Area has been ripped for rabbit 
burrows along edge of grove.  East and adjacent to the orchard site are a row 
of rectangular soil mounds and channels/drains.  Building debris and other 
domestic refuse are piled or scattered around the area and is typical of 
1880s-1920/30s.  A channel has been cut through the bulk of the main pile.  
Items found on the surface include: glass sherd (bottle) “U693” stamped on 
base; crockery sherds; glass jar (whole) clear glass, “Chesebrough Manfg. 
Co. CD.  New York 68” stamped on side; hand moulded bricks mortared 
together (rectangular frog); piece of decorative glass candle holder; window 
glass sherds; metal meat safe; part of cast iron bed frame, bottle base 
(AGM); “Aunt Mary’s Tomato Sauce” bottle (whole) – clear glass; 1930s cast 
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iron piston top; rectangular bottle base (amethyst colour, “AGM”); “Clements 
Tonic” bottle – amber colour, (whole); ceramic teapot in pieces – brown; 
ceramic teapot lid – cream with green stripe. 

On the north side of the siding the passenger platform has been removed but 
was probably opposite the loading-bank platform.  The remnants of an 
orchard include Almond, Fig, Apricot, Cherry, Quince, and Plum trees.  Briar 
roses are in the area.  East of orchard is a flattened square house and shed 
site (An Almond tree stands on north side of it), and some raised rectangular 
garden beds and channels.  Debris in the area is typical of 1880s–1920s and 
includes: hand moulded bricks; dressed stone possibly from the quarry 
mentioned in MV73.1 (ex foundations?); railway sleeper post and wire; tin 
sheet; rectangular sawn house stump; glass sherd (purple); crockery sherds; 
fence wire; window glass sherds; kerosene tin bucket; several white rubber 
coated one inch cable cut into about 300mm pieces (scattered on raised soil 
beds?); piece of moulded kitchen sink – green; WWI vintage bullet and shell, 
dark green bottle base (1800s); hub of sulky wheel – no wood present); 
concrete piece (bag shaped); 1 sawn timber slab 3 paces long, 320mm wide 
and 55mm thick – has a hand made metal spike in it.  An area of earthworks 
west of orchard consists of built up fill of soil, stone and brick flattened into a 
raised loading platform.  A track is located to the north of this area and 
follows the easement fence line from the gate near the level crossing.  
Erosion of this track has exposed area of crockery and glass sherds about 
70-80m east of gate.  An Aboriginal stone artefact scatter was found amongst 
the glass and crockery, several patterns. 

Following track along the railway easement on north side of railway line 
towards top of saddle, a cutting has been made into the saddle between the 
travelling stock reserve and the nature park as part of the railway works.  
Glass and crockery sherds and Aboriginal stone artefacts are being exposed 
by water erosion of the track.  The items are scattered from the about one 
quarter of the way down the slope to the bottom.  European items include 
blue/white, brown/white, red/white crockery; crockery ginger beer bottle 
sherds; amethyst blue glass, purple glass, clear fine vile or vase stem sherd; 
bone.  At the base of the slope and adjacent to level crossing is a flattened 
rectangular area cut into the base of the slope.  It appears to be the site of a 
building and has a line of stones delineating the front of the flattened area. 

McAlister’s cutting is an example of the cut and fill policy of railway 
construction.  The aim is to balance excavated material with that required for 
building embankments.  Material excavated from cutting is used to fill gullies 
to support the rail and avoid having to build a bridge.  Sections of rail lay 
beside track and are marked “Barrow steel 1901 sec 503 NSW WG Steel” 
and “NSW GN Talbot Steel” and “AIS Steel 1947 AS 94lb (1937)”.  Perway 
marks are located at either end of cutting, located on rock at side of the 
railway line.  A road cutting crosses the track at the southern end of cutting 
and leads onto Enchanted Hill. 

MV74.  Railway workmen’s area and a survey marker.  Refer to P73. 



Melrose Valley Preliminary Cultural Survey Report 2003-2004 - Karen Williams 

 
48

The immediate area covers about 100mx100m of a west facing rocky slope.  
Features include the remains of a hearth with an adjacent raised stone 
platform and a two metre square ditch delineated by rocks.  The ditch has a 
firm dirt floor and appears to have been used to hold water (possibly in a 
ship’s tank).  Some terracing of the slope has been done using large rocks.  
There are several small hearths in the area and a curved line of rocks about 
3m in length.  Items found near the hearths include metal horseshoe, hook, 
cold chisel, shovel blade, wagon hinge, jaw end of smithy’s pliers, wagon hub 
sleeve embossed with “D Carron”; shovel blade embossed with “Hardy 
Patent Pick Co. Ltd. LD Sheffield.  Hand forged flat sheet and hand formed 
holes in metal, cut, broken and hammered metal and molten slag, pieces of 
soap stone suggests blacksmith’s activity.  Broken pickaxe heads are 
scattered about (no wooden handles).  19th century glass sherds of brown, 
green and olive green colours.  Wooden Capital Territory border marker with 
a 1.5 metre line of stones extending north and south from it.  A second 
possible wooden survey marker (not CT mark) and a line of stones extending 
north and south adjacent to a cairn of stones.   

The area has a disused track running across it, about 10m from the platform 
and ditch.  It crosses the gully to the north of the site using a small ford and 
finishes at the main railway camp at MV13.  Another section of the track 
crosses the railway line at the southern end of McAlister’s cutting.  (Refer to 
MV75). 

MV75.  Ford. 

Ford mentioned in MV74 is located in gully on the northern side of a sandy, 
very sheltered, treed area at the bottom of the slope from the railway works.  
The ford is formed by the placement of large rocks and is situated between 
the main railway camp and the works area – a low ridge separating the two. 

MV76.  Hearths.   

The hearths are situated in a semicircular basin sloping to the southeast and 
are to the south and just over a ridge from the main railway camp.  The 
surface of the area has been scraped during blackberry control.  Debris from 
the dozing is still piled in the area.  The hearth closest to the gully is found in 
association with briar roses and 19th century glass sherds.  The hearth closer 
to the top of the ridge is large enough to have been part of a hut site.  It was 
found in association with 19th century bottle bases indicating wine/beer, 
sauce/vinegar types, crockery sherds, metal strap, spike, broken pick head, 
beer bottle base c1950s, early style sardine tins with lead solder. 

MV77.4.  Abandoned quarry.   

An eroded earth and rock loading platform and a small ford traverse the gully 
bottom and are situated in front of a small abandoned rock quarry.  The 
remains of a short track leads in a northeasterly direction away from the 
quarry face. 

MV77.8, 77.9.  Domestic debris. 
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On the edge of a ploughed paddock on the northern bank of Monk’s Creek.  
Items includes 19th century glass sherd and a hand-pressed brick, a button 
and a piece of metal. 

MV77.10.  Historic fence line. 

Includes railway sleeper posts and wooden uprights. 

MV80.  Old fence line and railway gates used in holding yard.  Refer to P72. 

A railway gate from the railway siding has been used in the fence around a 
stock holding yard at the southern end of a laneway that follows part of an 
historic fence line. 
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

The information obtained from Aboriginal people of the early 19th century that 
led explorers to the region described well watered, open forests and 
grasslands – ideal grazing land for drought affected pastoralists eager to sell 
their produce on the strong world wool market.  The lands around 
watercourses were the most eagerly sort after and were claimed in the 
earliest years of European occupation.  Andrew Cunningham was one of the 
dominant landholders in the Tuggeranong region.  His holdings extended 
from the Murrumbidgee River near Tharwa to include most of the central 
basin of the Tuggeranong Valley and eastwards and south along the 
Jerrabomberra Creek Corridor.  The Cunningham family effectively had 
control of the Tuggeranong Creek and its catchment area of Dunn’s Creek 
and Monk’s Creek – Dunn’s Flat or present day “Melrose Valley”.  
Cunningham’s shepherds residing on Dunn’s Flat from at least 1857.  Further 
work needs to be done to understand how long Aboriginal people visited the 
Melrose Valley area after European settlement.  This is an important point to 
consider when Aboriginal people were known to have lived in the area prior 
to the 1940s and Aboriginal stone artefacts have been found in association 
with European sherds of glass and crockery in a number of sites during this 
survey. 

The Robertson Land Act of 1861 allowed selectors such as John Owens, 
John Brennan and John Mulqueeny on the Melrose Valley and block 34 area 
to obtain small parcels of land not already held by the larger pastoralists.  
Cunningham was known to abuse the selection system by using employees 
as dummies to obtain land.  This was known to be the case in the 
Tuggeranong area and on the Monaro station near Burra.  As Cunningham 
had block 10 on Dunn’s Flat, and Mulqueeny had the land immediately 
surrounding block 10.  Their connections should be investigated to see if 
there was any collusion between them.  John Brennan was a leading 
opponent of such abuses.   

The selectors of this area were all Irish Catholics except for Andrew 
Cunningham who was a Scot.  At least three were native of the same county. 
The gathering of Irish Catholics in the Tuggeranong area is consistent with a 
geographic concentration of Irish Catholics that was located in the areas of 
Goulburn, Yass and the Monaro districts by the 1870s.  Further investigation 
is needed to determine whether there is any connection with other selectors 
of the surrounding area.  Most of selector John Owens’ land lay on the 
eastern side of the railway line, however, the remains of his house site on 
“Melrose Valley” allows investigation of the factors that influenced the siting 
of a selectors dwelling in relation to social connections, available water, 
topography and surrounding large pastoral holdings.   

As Queanbeyan, by this time, was the mail centre, had the closest hotels 
before Bungendore and Gundaroo, and the only Catholic Church, selectors 
had at least three reasons to find convenient track ways to travel there.  
Travellers could use the Tharwa Road or they could take a short cut through 
the low saddle at the northern end of Melrose Valley to link with an earlier 
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track that crossed the area now occupied by present day Tralee.  Railway 
construction workers were known to use this route regularly as would have 
Cunninghams shepherds earlier on. 

The arrival of the railway to the region brought transport services to the 
farming community of the Tuggeranong area.  A strong sense of place can 
be gained and much learned about the life style and working conditions of the 
railway workers from the sites associated with the construction era.  An 
understanding of the camps, work sites and the scale of the engineering 
exercise is readily possible because sites can be studied in situ, with very 
little disturbance other than from stock movement.  This is particularly so with 
the sites at the top of McAlister’s cutting.  Vivid contextual information is 
supplied in support of the descriptive contemporary articles of local 
newspapers and McAlister’s temporary “pub” site provides information about 
an activity that seldom survives because of its transient nature.  Railway 
cuttings and embankments provide graphic representation of the more 
permanent engineering rationale.  Sites surrounding the siding and platform 
area provide information to compliment the report in The Queanbeyan Age 
about the life styles of railway workers of the era subsequent to construction 
and up to the 1950s.  Items found at the house sites near the station provide 
information about house construction and materials, gardens and domestic 
items used by occupants.  The Old Tuggeranong Road, with its original 
easement in tact, still links these railway sites to the surrounding 
Tuggeranong Valley as it did from the late 19th century till the closure of the 
platform in 1989. 

The era of Federation brought further change to the Melrose Valley 
landscape when the site for Canberra was decided.  The railway line was 
chosen as the eastern border of the Capital Territory and so any formal 
connection that the occupants of the area on the western side of the line had 
with NSW was severed.  Border markers are located at varying intervals 
along the eastern boundary fence of Melrose Valley and consist of a number 
of different examples of original markers that provide a known measure of 
weathering, soil erosion and deposition in a paddock after almost 100 years.  
They also serve as links to the national significance of the land as part of the 
Federal Capital Territory. 

The rural bushland landscape setting of Melrose Valley contributes a 
significant visual dimension to its historic sense of place.  The view looking 
north from Melrose trig. is reminiscent of the rural landscapes of Lloyd Rees 
recalling the compositions and colours of creeks meandering through open 
forests of undulating alluvial flats set among rolling hills.  Another aspect of 
aesthetics, in contrast to that of Rees, but very relevant to Melrose Valley is 
the rural bushland settings of the Heidelberg school.  The southeastern 
portion of the property recalls vividly the light, colour, texture and the subjects 
of selectors and hardship in the harsh bushland, the labourers cutting roads 
and railways, rough terrain, towering gums, harsh rock faces.  All the more 
significant because the Heidelberg school were contemporaries of and 
provide narratives for the selectors and railway workers that laboured in the 
Melrose Valley landscape.  The railway and its landscape setting providing a 
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sublime inspiration for another contemporary, the reporter John Gale, as he 
travelled the line in the first train along the line through the Tuggeranong 
siding. 

Conclusion 

The present day rural setting provides continued context and reference of 
scale in an area where the open rural landscape has been all but obliterated 
on one hand and on the other is under threat from subdivision.  The historical 
features found in the survey area are associated with local, regional and 
national colonial development phases.  They represent the pastoral 
development of the Tuggeranong Valley locally and the expansion of the 
colony of NSW to the Canberra/Queanbeyan region generally.  Remnant 
track ways and the railway easement show how people moved through the 
landscape as they settled and developed new places.  The remains of a 
selector’s home and of the railway construction activities and railway 
dwellings provide information about the lifestyle and working conditions of the 
people who came with this expansion.  And finally, the original border 
markers symbolize the movement from colonies to national federation.  The 
value of these historic features is enhanced by the fact that they can still be 
investigated and measured in their relatively intact landscape context, 
inclusive of evidence of Aboriginal occupation.  These are vital factors for the 
analysis of overlapping cultural land use strategies of a site. 
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P52.  McAlister’s pub site MV1. RL    P53.  Rebecca Lamb at McAlister’s pub site MV1.  KW 
 

P54.  Lamont’s Patent bottle & sherds at MV1. RL            P55.  Border marker (on right) at MV10.4. KW 
 

P56.  Setting for Owens’ house site MV11. KW              P57.  Bricks at Owens’ house site MV11. KW 
 

P58.  Owens’ house site MV11.  KW    P59,  Railway camp MV13 with border marker.  KW 
 
 



P60.  Main hearth at railway camp MV13.  KW               P61.  Small hearths at MV13.  KW 
 

P62.  Glass & crockery sherds at MV13. KW                P63.  Disused 19th century railway road cut into hill.  KW 
 

P64.  Sawn gate post at MV69. KW             P65.  Old Tuggeranong Road disused easement MV71.  KW 
 

P66.  Tuggeranong siding and loading platform MV73. KW                 P67.  Bob Parker at railway camp site MV13. JB 
 
 
 



 

P68.  Switches at Tuggeranong siding MV73. KW          P69.  McAlister’s Cutting MV73.5.  KW 
  
 
 

P70. Steam train through Melrose Valley. RL  P71.  Steam train entering Tuggeranong Siding. RL 
 
 
 
 

P72.  Railway gate used in stock yards at MV80. KW           P73.  Smithy’s hearth and remnant repair debris MV74.  KW 


